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Weser ; nineteen bridges were thrown across the Bastau,
and on the night of July 31 the French army came forth
on to the plain before Minden.
The nature of the ground, which was rough and bushy
on the flanks and smooth between, induced Contades to
commit a serious error in the disposition of his forces.
He placed his infantry in the wings and his
cavalry in the centre, cutting the line of infantiy of the6
in two. In front of the wings were stationed two Frendl-
batteries of twenty-four and thirty guns respectively; this
was another error, for the cavalry and artillery impeded
each other's action. Contades5 left wing was protected by
the morass and stream which had previously covered its
front, and on his extreme right, resting on the Weser, a
separate corps was stationed under the command of Broglie.
Broglie was to commence the battle by attacking the
seemingly unprotected corps under Wangenheim • and
when Wangenheim had been driven in, the whole French
army was to throw itself on Ferdinand's exposed left flank.
For the success of this plan it was necessary that
Ferdinand should sit still and let himself be attacked.
Ferdinand, however, intended to do nothing of the kind.
Foreseeing Contades5 movements, he had made his ar-
rangements with great precision the day before, ^^ of
and at three in the morning of August I, as soon Minden,
as the French were known to be stirring, he set August *•
his columns in motion.    Thus when Broglie began the
attack at five o'clock he not only found Wangenheim
stronger than he expected, but to his surprise saw the
whole allied army marching up.    Half an hour later it
was in position, and the gap between Ferdinand's left- and
the corps of Wangenheim into which Contades meant to
thrust himself was filled up.
The brunt of the battle was borne by six English in-
fantry regiments and three Hanoverian battalions in the

